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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The Examiner has carefully considered Applicant's response filed September 19, 2005. All 
rejections have been overcome in view of Applicant's arguments. However, after an updated 
search, additional prior art has been found which renders the invention as currently claimed 
unpatentable for reasons herein below. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of 
this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gray et al. (US 
5,707,904) in view of Crouch et al. (US 5,895,705) and Paquette et al. (US 5,229,207). Gray et al. 
disclose a fabric for use as an awning comprising a woven scrim and a translucent coating on at 
least one side of the scrim (col 1, In 53-54). The translucent coating is preferably plastisol and the 
scrim is formed of woven polyester yarns (col 1, In 60-65). As seen in Figure 2, the scrim 
(reference point 30) is coated with an upper plastisol layer (reference point 20) and a lower 
plastisol layer (reference point 14). The plastisol layer is preferably a vinyl plastisol including a 
PVC resin and plasticizers (col 3, In 1-4). A release paper (reference point 12) is also included in 
the fabric laminate. Gray et al. disclose the claimed invention except for the teaching that the 
laminate comprises a varnish layer and a repositionable pressure sensitive adhesive layer. 
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Crouch et al. (US 5,895,705) disclose an awning fabric comprising a varnish, i.e. acrylic 
resin, that is used in the ink, which further contains pigments (col 3, In 24-33). The varnish is on 
the surface of a PVC plastisol coating layer that coats the fabric (col 3, In 39-40). 

Paquette et al. (US 5,229,207) disclose a film composite comprising a substrate useful in 
awnings (col 2, In 7-9) and further comprising a layer of adhesive which is pressure sensitive (col 1, 
In 68) and affords good repositionability (abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have incorporated 
Crouch's varnish layer in the laminate of Gray et al. and Paquette, motivated by the desire to 
create a laminate that has ease of printing and has increased stiffness. 

It also would have been obvious to have incorporated Paquette's repositionable pressure 
sensitive adhesive in the laminate of Gray et al. and Crouch, motivated by the desire to create 
laminate that has ease of handling and maneuverability. 

Regarding claim 5, although Gray et al., Crouch et al., and Paquette et al. do not explicitly 
teach the claimed adhesive force, it is reasonable to presume that this property is inherent to the 
invention of Gray et al., Crouch et al., and Paquette et al.. Support for said presumption is found in 
the use of like materials (i.e. scrim coated on both sides with a PVC plastisol, a varnish one side, a 
repositionable pressure sensitive adhesive on the other side, and release paper). The burden is 
upon Applicant to prove otherwise. In re Fitzgerald, 205 USPQ 594. In addition, the presently 
claimed property of a pressure sensitive adhesive layer possessing an adhesive force between 1 
and 100 Newton, for a strip with a width of 5 cm, would obviously have been present once the Gray 
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et al., Crouch et at, and Paquette et al. product is provided. Note In re Best, 195 USPQ at 433, 
footnote 4 (CCPA 1977). 

4. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gray et al. 
(US 5,707,904), Crouch et al. (US 5,895,705), and Paquette et al. (US 5,229,207), as applied to 
claim 1 above, and further in view of Edwards et al. (US 6,037,280). Gray et al. Crouch et al, and 
Paquette et al. disclose the claimed invention except for the teaching that the coating layers 
comprise UV blocking metallic particles. 

Edwards et al. (US 6,037,280) disclose a fabric awning comprising UV blocking metallic 
particles (abstract and col 2, In 34-35). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to have used Edwards' UV blocking metallic particles in the coating layers of Gray et al. 
Crouch et al, and Paquette et al, motivated by the desire to create an awning fabric that is 
resistant to UV light and has the desired aesthetics and pigmentation. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ula C. Ruddock whose telephone number is 571-272-1481 . The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel H. Morris can be reached on 571-272-1478. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




l£Ba C. Ruddock 
Primary Examiner 
Tech Center 1700 



